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OF COUNSEL PLEASE REPLY TO THE MISSQUR! QOFFICE

WRITER'S RIRECT DIAL NUMBER 15: FILE NO.

February 28, 1990

Hand Delivery

Ms. Ruth Mancos

Emergency Support Section

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 5HS-11
230 South Dearborn Street

Chicago, Illinois 60604

Re: Request for Information Pursuant to Section 104(e) of
CERCLA and Section 3007 of RCRA, for the Conservation
Chemical Company of Illinois Site in Gary, Indiana

Dear Ms. Mancos:

We are attorneys for American Telephone and Telegraph
Company ("ATs&T"), successor in interest to Western Electric
Company, Incorporated ("Western Electric"). (See paragraph III.
8 below.)

The Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") sent two
identical letters dated January 30, 1990 addressed to Western
Electric requesting information regarding Western Electric's
dealings with the Conservation Chemical Company of Illinois site
in Gary, Indiana. One letter was sent to a Western Electric
address in Richmond, Virginia ("the Richmond facility"). The
other letter was sent to a Western Electric address in Winston-
Salem, North Carclina ("the Winston-Salem facility"). This
letter responds to both those letters. The affidavit of Judy
McCarthy is attached hereto as Attachment I.

I. Limitations on Scope of Inquiry and Response. On
February 15, 1990 the undersigned discussed with Ms. Mary
Fulghum, EPA legal counsel, the gscope of the requests for
information. Ms. Fulghum agreed to the following interpretations
of and limitations on the requests:
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A, The information requested by the January 30, 1990
letters is limited to Western Electric's dealings with the
Gary, Indiana facililty ("the CCCI Site" or "the site") of
Conservation Chemical Company of Illinois ("CCCI") except as
noted in subparagraph B(ii) below.

B. Although the information requests principally seek
information about possible transportation of PCB oils to the
CCCI Site, the requests cover all "hazardous substances."
Ms. Fulghum, while acknowledging the primary emphasis of
EPA's current inquiry to be PCBs, confirmed EPA's intention
to reguest informaticn at this time regarding any "hazardous
substances” which might have been transported to the CCCI
Site. Ms., Fulghum agreed that a company-wide search for all
information regarding use, purchase, storage, treatment,
disposal, transportation or other handling of any hazardous
substances or materials during the period 1970 to 1985 1is
beyond the intended scope of the information requests. Ms.
Fulghum and the undersigned, therefore, agreed to the
following interpretation and modification of the information
regquests:

(i) Facility Addressed. Each facility
addressed is required to respond only with respect to
its own operations, and is not responsible for
responding on behalf of any other Western Electric or
AT&T facility. (Because the Winston-Salem facility
merely served as the cenral billing facility for the
Greensboro Shops, the Winston-Salem facility responds
only with respect to the Greensboro Shops. See
paragraph 7 below.)

{11) PCBs. Each facility will provide
information regarding 1its use, purchase, storage,
treatment, disposal, transportation or other handling
of PCBs, without regard to whether the PCBs were
transported to the CCCI site.

{1ii1) Other Hazardous Substances or Materials.
With respect to all hazardous substances or materials
other than PCBs, each facility addressed may limit its
response to 1its use, purchase, storage, treatment,
disposal, transportation or handling of hazardous
substances or materials which may have been transported
to the CCCI Site.

C. Time for Response. Ms. Fulghum and the
undersigned agreed that, with respect to the PCB information
referred to in subparagraph B(ii}) above, each facility
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addressed will respond within 25 days of its receipt of
EPA's letter. With respect to information referenced 1in
subparagraph B(iii) above, however, each facility shall have
a 15-day extension of time to respond.

D. Financial Responsibility. Ms. Fulghum agreed
that, until further notice from EPA, each facility addressed
may respond to the requests for information regarding
financial responsibility (requests number 8 through 12) by
providing a copy of AT&T's most recent annual report to
shareholders.

II. Objections to Instructions. ATs&T objects to the
instructions which accompany the information requests to the
extent that they purport to require AT&T to provide documents or
information in the possession, custody or control of former
employees, agents, servants, contracteors or employees.

AT&T went through the largest corporate reorganization in
American history commencing in 1982. The reorganization included
the divestiture of 22 former wholly-owned subsidiaries, and the
recrganization of Western Electric Company, Incorporated's
operations and its name change to AT&T Technologies, Inc. ATSET
searched records it considered likely to contain information
relating to the EPA's request, and similarly has interviewed
those employees it considered likely to provide such information,
but cannot categorically state that it has not indavertently
overlooked some piece of information that the EPA might consider
responsive to 1ts request or that might cause AT&T to supplement,
modify or correct the answers to this request. Accordingly, AT&T
reserves the right to supplement, modify or correct the responses
provided below. Documents that are subject to lawyer/client
communications privilege, attorney work product immunity or
otherwise privileged or protected have not been produced.

III. Response to Requests. The Richmond facility and the
Winston-Salem facility (Greensboro Shops) each respond to the
information request received by it as follows:

1. Persons Consulted. The persons consulted in
preparation of the answers to the information requests were:

For the Richmond Facility:

Robert Owens

Senior Engineer

AT&T Richmond Works

4500 South Laburnum Avenue
Richmond, Virginia 23231
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Doug Snapp

Electrical Engineer

AT&T Richmond Works

4500 South Laburnum Avenue
Richmond, Virginia 23231

Mike Thompson

Industrial Hygienist

AT&T Richmond Works

4500 South Laburnum Avenue
Richmond, Virginia 23231

For the Winston-Salem Facility (Greensborc Shops):

Robert Owens

Senicr Engineer

AT&T Richmond Works

4500 South Laburnum Avenue
Richmond, Virginia 23231

Henry Campbell

Senior Plant Engineer

AT&T North Carolina Works

3300 Lexington Road, S.E.
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27104

Frank Worden

Environmental Health Consultant

AT&T North Carolina Works

3300 Lexington Road, S.E.
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27104

Jcochn Hart

Electrical Engineer for
Western Electric {retired)

Last known business address:

Greensboro Shops,

Greensboro, North Caroclina

2, Documents. Documents which form the basis for
each facility's response are as follows:

For the Richmond Facility (Copies attached as
Exhibit A):

1977 log sheets of waste removal rendered to the
Richmond facility by Rollins Environmental Services,
Inc. pursuant to purchase crder RVX-447208 (3 pages).
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For the Winston—-Salem Facility (Greensboro Shops):
(Copy attached as Exhibit B)

Affidavit of Robert J. Flanagan dated November 9,
1984 in the litigation entitled USA v. Conservation
Chemical Comany, et al. Case No. 82~-0983-CV-W-5 in the
United States District Court for the Western District
of Missouri.

3. Other Persons. We know of no AT&T employees,
contractors or agents who may be able to provide a more
detailed or complete response than contained herein. Mr.
Norman Hijersted, the owner and principal cofficer of CCCI,
may be able to provide you additional information., We have
not been 1in contact with Mr. Hjersted and do not know his
current address,

4. EPA Identification Numbers. The EPA
identification numbers for each facility addressed are as
follows:

Richmond Facility, VADD66000993

Winston-Salem Facility, NCD003213907

Greensboro Shops, None (No EPA identification
number was assigned because the shops closed before
RCRA regulations requiring such identification numbers
were enacted.)

5. Acts or omissions of other persons. AT&T objects
to the broad, vague scope of this request, which does not
identify the release or threat of release to which it
refers, the facility or site to which it refers, the
hazardous substance to which it refers, or even the company
to which it refers. With respect to PCBs, AT&T has no
indication that either facility addressed sent PCBs to the
CCCI Site. AT&T makes no response to this inquiry to the
extent it may be construed to require ATsT to identify acts
or omissions of third parties. AT&T is aware that a large
body of evidence has been accumulated by EPA with respect to
CCCl's operation of the site. AT§T refers EPA to its own
files for this information.

6. Persons Having Knowledge. AT&T objects to the
overbroad scope of this request. Persons identified 1in
paragraph III.l1 above have knowledge or information about
the generation, transportation, treatment, disposal or
handling of PCBs. It i1s not possible, however, for AT&T to
identify "all persons" having such knowledge.
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7. PCB Handling:. Except as set forth below and in
the attached documents, neither facility used, purchased,
stored, treated, disposed, transported or otherwise handled
PCBs during the period 1970 to 1985:

Richmond facility. On August 8, 1977 the Richmond
facility disposed o©f one ©5-gallon container of

suspected PCBs from an electrical transformer,. This
container was transported and disposed by Rollins
Environmental  Services, Inc. of Bridgeport, New
Jersey., Copies of the log sheets showing removal of

this container are attached as Exhibit A. The relevant
transaction is logged on page 2 at line 12.

Winston-Salem facility (Greensboro_ Shops). The
Winston-Salem facility never had any dealings with CCCI
or its sister company, Conservation Chemical Company,
except to serve as a billing center on behalf of the
Greensboro Shops. (S8ee Affidavit of Reobert Flanagan,
copy attached as Exhibit B.) Accordingly, AT&T's
respense to EPA's letter addressed to the Winston-Salem
facility is limited to the operations of the Greensboro
Shops, Greensboro, North Carolina.

The Greensboro Shops closed in 1976. We have
found no documents 1ndicating the Greensboro Shops
used, purchased, stored, treated, disposed, transported
or otherwise handled PCBs during the period 1970 to

1985. We talked to former Greensboro Shops employees
Robert Owens, now at the Richmond facility, and John
Hart, retired electrical engineer. They had no

information to indicate that the Greensboro Shops used,
purchased, stored, treated, disposed, transported or
otherwise handled PCBs during the period 1970 to 1985.

8-12. Financial Responsibility. Western Electric
Company, Incorporated, a wholly owned subsidiary of ATs&T,
changed its name on January 3, 1984 to AT&T Technologies,
Inc. Effective December 31, 1989, AT&T Technologies, Inc.
(formerly Western Electric) was merged into 1its parent,
AT&T. As part of that merger, AT&T assumed Western
Electric's liability, if any, for cleanup of hazardous
substances which may have been disposed of at the CCCI Site.

Per agreement with Ms. Mary Fulghum described 1in
paragraph I.D above, AT&T's most recent annual report to
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shareholders is attached hereto as Exhibit C in response to
requests 8 through 12.

Very truly

CHH:nrl

cc: Ms. Mary Fulghum (w/enclosures)



AFFIDAVIT

Judy McCarthy, being first duly sworn, on information and
belief, states as follows:

My name is Judy McCarthy. I am an environmental engineer
for American Telephone and Telegraph Company ("AT&T"). This
affidavit refers to, and incorporates by reference, the
February 28, 1990 letter from Carl H. Helmstetter to Ruth
Mancos in response to EPA's request for information regarding
the Conservation Chemical Company of 1Illinois site in Gary,
Indiana.

I have been told that record searches were conducted at
AT&T's Richmond PFacility and AT&T's Winston-Salem Facility for
documents relating to use, purchase, steorage, treatment,
disposal, transportation or other handling of PCBs during the
period 1970 to 1985 by the Richmond Facility and the Greensboro
Shops. I have been tecld that present employees who were
considered likely to be able to provide the requested

information were contacted.
J%dy ?cCarthy Cj'

STATE OF ILLINOIS

COUNTY OF Q@@X ; °s

Subscribed and sbgrn to before me, a Nota Public 1;/'and
for said County and State this day o {v;\ , 1990.

My commission Expires:
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OFFICIAL SEAL
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FQOR TEE
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MISSQURI
WESTERN DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICAK,

AERQQUIP CORPCRATION, et al.,

Third-Party
Defendants.

)
)
Plaintiff, )
)
V. ) Civil No, 82-0983-CV-W-5
CONSERVATION CHEMICAIL COMPANY,)
et al., )
)
Defendants/ )
Third-Party )
Plaintiffs, Yy
)
Vo )
)
)
)
)
)

AFFIDAVIT OF ROBERT J. PLANAGAN

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA )
18s.
COUNTY OF FORSYTE )

I, Regbert J. Flanagan, being first duly sworn under oath,
depose as follows:

1. I am Accounting Manager for the AT&T Technologles, Inc.
menufacturing facility at Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

2. My Jjob responsibility includes overall supervisory re-
spensibility for accounting, payroll and payment of supplier
invoices.

3. The Winston-Salem facility and the Greensboro, North
Carolina shops.were two separate manufacturing £facilities which
were part of the "North Carolina Works" until the Greensboro
shops closed in 1976. Winston-Salem always served as the central
billing location for the North Carolina Works as well as other
facilitlies.

Exhibit B



4. Under AT&T-TI's central billing procedure, purchases by
Greensboro o©of goods and services were accounted and paid for by
Winston-Salem. Invoices for services tc be performed at Greens-
boro often showed Winston-Salem as the billing address.

5. The dJdocuments attached hereto as Zxhibit A {documents
W003537-8, W003922-3, and W003461-2) are invoices and related
documents for waste disposal services which were performed for
Greensbore, as indicated by the Dbills of lading, but were
invoiced to Winston-Salem as the "billing address" because of
Winston-Salem’'s central billing functicn.

6. I have supervised a review of the applicable records at
Winstcn-Salem and have net Zfounéd anvy documents indicating that
Winston-Salem ever contracted with Conservation Chemical Company
or Conservation Chemical Company of Illinois for waste disposal
services or any other services, or ever bcught anytning from

elither of those companies.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary ﬁ;5f{; in and
for said county and state, this 4% day of 7 )tbmbor , 1984,

QlD/ Ih. //a,c,édw

q&tary Public

My commissicn expires:

mefj / 0,{
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